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Introduction: Taking Sin Seriously

There is a sentence in the Bible so familiar that we have nearly stopped hearing it: "the wages of sin is death" (Romans 6:23). We quote it, we print it on cards, and somewhere along the way we have drained it of its terror. We have come to treat sin as a kind of harmless stumble — a mistake, a slip, a lapse that grace will automatically and painlessly cover, so that we need not take it very seriously at all. This book is written against that comfortable assumption. It is an attempt to take sin as seriously as the Bible takes it — and, in doing so, to recover the greatness of the grace that answers it.

For the Bible does not treat sin as a harmless stumble. It treats sin as a deadly power — rebellion against God, a severing of the soul from its source of life, a thing so serious that it required the death of the Son of God to answer it. "The wages of sin is death" is not hyperbole; it is a sober statement of spiritual reality. Sin separates us from God, who is life, and separation from the source of life is death. This is the subject of this book: how sin separates us from Christ, and how sin persisted in and unrepented leads to spiritual death and ruin.

I want to be honest at the outset about the kind of book this is, and about the debate it enters. There is a long-standing and sincere disagreement among Christians about whether a true believer can finally fall away and be lost. Some traditions hold firmly to "eternal security" — that the truly saved can never finally perish. Others hold that persistent, unrepentant sin can indeed sever a person from Christ and lead to final ruin, and that the many solemn warnings of the New Testament mean exactly what they say. This book argues the latter position. But I will try to represent the other view fairly, because a truth worth holding should be able to engage honestly with those who see it differently, and because this is a matter on which humble, godly believers have long disagreed. I do not write to condemn those who hold the other view, but to make, as clearly as I can, the case that sin is a deadly peril that must not be presumed upon.

And I must say, with equal clarity, what this book is not. It is not a call to anxious, works-based striving, as though we could earn or maintain our salvation by the sweat of sin-management. It is not a message of despair, as though the struggling believer should live in terror of being cast off at every stumble. The whole point of taking sin seriously is to drive us to the grace that answers it — to Christ, whose finished work is the full and sufficient remedy for the wages of sin, and to repentance, the God-given way back that is always open to the one who turns. The message is not "earn your salvation" but "do not treat lightly the sin that cost the Son of God his life, and do not presume that you may cling to it without peril." Seriousness about sin and confidence in grace are not enemies; rightly understood, each makes the other greater.

The chapters ahead move through the whole matter with care. We will see first what sin actually is — not a mistake, but rebellion and a deadly power. We will see how sin separates us from God. We will take seriously the many warnings the New Testament directs at believers, which an easy view must explain away. We will consider the particular danger of unrepentant, presumed-upon sin. We will expose the lie of cheap grace. We will recover repentance as the way back. And we will end, as every honest treatment of sin must, at the foot of the cross — with the sufficiency of Christ, the only and complete answer to the wages of sin.

Let us begin, then, by looking honestly at the thing itself: what is sin?
Chapter 1: What Sin Really Is


"Whosoever committeth sin transgresseth also the law: for sin is the transgression of the law."

— 1 John 3:4




"The wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord."

— Romans 6:23



More Than a Mistake

Before we can grasp how sin separates us from Christ, we must see clearly what sin actually is — because our age has worked hard to make it seem like something small. We speak of "mistakes," of "errors," of "issues," of "being only human," of "nobody's perfect." All of this language has the effect of shrinking sin down to a harmless size, a mere stumble that no serious person would make a fuss about. But this is not how the Bible speaks of sin, and the difference is the difference between life and death.

Scripture defines sin starkly: "sin is the transgression of the law" (1 John 3:4). It is not a mere mistake, as if we simply got a sum wrong; it is a transgression — a crossing of a line, a breaking of the law of God, a defiance of the will of the One who made us. Sin is, at its root, rebellion: the creature saying to the Creator, "not thy will, but mine, be done." It is the reversal of the right order of the universe, in which God is God and we are his. Every sin, however small it looks, carries this seed of rebellion within it — the assertion of our will against God's. And that is a far more serious thing than a stumble.

This matters enormously, because how we understand the nature of sin determines how seriously we take it. If sin is merely a mistake, then it needs only to be excused, overlooked, waved away — and grace becomes a kind of cosmic indulgence that simply ignores our errors. But if sin is rebellion, a transgression of the law of a holy God, then it is a profound breach that must be answered, not merely overlooked — and grace becomes something far costlier and far greater: not the ignoring of sin, but its answering at the price of the cross. To shrink sin is, in the end, to shrink grace. To see sin truly is to begin to see grace truly.

A Deadly Power

Sin is not only an act of rebellion; it is also, Scripture teaches, a power — something that enslaves and dominates and works death in us. Paul speaks of being "sold under sin" (Romans 7:14), of sin that "dwelleth in me" (Romans 7:17), of sin reigning in us "unto death" (Romans 5:21). Sin is not merely a series of isolated bad acts; it is a dark power that, once admitted, takes hold, grows, enslaves, and works toward destruction. "Whosoever committeth sin is the servant of sin" (John 8:34) — the one who gives himself to sin becomes its slave, and sin is a cruel master whose wages, always, is death.

This is why sin cannot be treated casually. A thing that is merely a harmless mistake can be shrugged off. But a deadly, enslaving power cannot be shrugged off; it must be fled, resisted, and ultimately broken by a power greater than itself. The person who treats sin casually — who dabbles in it, presumes upon grace, imagines he can cling to his favorite sin without consequence — has fatally misunderstood what he is dealing with. He thinks he is holding a harmless thing; he is in fact holding a live and deadly power that is working, quietly, toward his destruction. "Sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death" (James 1:15).

The Wages and the Gift

The great summary verse holds the whole matter in perfect balance: "The wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord" (Romans 6:23). Notice the two halves, for the entire book lives in the tension and the resolution between them. On one side: "the wages of sin is death." Sin earns something; it pays a wage, and the wage it pays is death — not merely physical death but spiritual death, separation from God who is life. This is the sober truth we must not soften. Sin is not harmless; it earns death. That is its wage, as surely as labor earns pay.

But on the other side: "the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord." Over against the wage stands the gift. Where sin pays death, God gives — freely, as a gift, not as a wage earned — eternal life through Christ. The contrast is deliberate and crucial. We earn death by our sin; we receive life as a gift through Christ. This is the gospel in a single verse, and it holds together the two things this book must hold together: the deadly seriousness of sin, which earns death, and the greatness of grace, which gives life as a gift. We cannot rightly understand the gift until we have reckoned honestly with the wage. And so we must look, next, at the specific way sin works its death: by separating us from God.
Chapter 2: Sin as Separation from God


"But your iniquities have separated between you and your God, and your sins have hid his face from you, that he will not hear."

— Isaiah 59:2




"I am the vine, ye are the branches... If a man abide not in me, he is cast forth as a branch, and is withered; and men gather them, and cast them into the fire, and they are burned."

— John 15:5–6



The Great Severing

We have seen that the wage of sin is death. Now we must understand the mechanism of that death — how sin kills. And the answer Scripture gives is that sin kills by separating us from God, who is the only source of life. Death, in the Bible's understanding, is fundamentally separation: physical death is the separation of the soul from the body, and spiritual death is the separation of the soul from God. And it is precisely this separation that sin works. "Your iniquities have separated between you and your God, and your sins have hid his face from you" (Isaiah 59:2). Sin builds a barrier between the soul and God, cutting it off from the fellowship and the life that God alone supplies.

This is the deepest reason sin is deadly. God is the source of life — "with thee is the fountain of life" (Psalm 36:9). To be joined to God is to live; to be cut off from God is to die, as surely as a branch cut from the vine withers and dies. Sin is deadly not primarily because of some arbitrary penalty attached to it, but because of what it does: it separates the soul from its source of life. The sinner is like a branch severing itself from the vine, a lamp unplugging itself from the current, a lung refusing the air. Cut off from God, the soul begins to die, because it has cut itself off from the only life there is.

Understand this, and the seriousness of sin becomes clear in a new way. The danger of sin is not that God is waiting, arbitrary and vengeful, to punish us for breaking his rules. The danger is that sin genuinely separates us from the God who is our life — that it does real damage to the one relationship on which our very existence depends. To cling to sin is to cling to the very thing that is cutting us off from life. This is why it cannot be treated casually, and why the warnings of Scripture are so urgent. Sin is not breaking an arbitrary rule; it is severing the artery that connects us to life.

The Vine and the Branches

Jesus gives us the definitive picture of this in his teaching about the vine and the branches, and we must let its warning land with full weight. "I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing. If a man abide not in me, he is cast forth as a branch, and is withered; and men gather them, and cast them into the fire, and they are burned" (John 15:5–6). The life of the branch is entirely dependent on its connection to the vine. Abiding in the vine, it lives and bears fruit; cut off from the vine, it withers, is gathered, and is burned.

This passage is, frankly, difficult for any view that treats the believer's security as absolute and unconditional, and honesty requires us to feel its weight rather than explain it away. Jesus speaks of branches that do not abide, that are cast forth, that wither and are burned. He addresses this warning to his own disciples — to those already connected to the vine, warning them of the necessity of continuing to abide. The command "abide in me" (John 15:4) is a command, which implies the real possibility of not abiding. Whatever the full theology of it, the plain force of Jesus' words is that connection to him is the condition of life, that this connection is to be maintained ("abide"), and that a branch which does not abide faces a terrible end. Sin, which separates us from God, is precisely the great threat to this abiding.

How We Should Hear This

Now, those who hold to eternal security have a reading of such passages, and I want to represent it fairly: they would say that the branches which do not abide and are burned were never truly, savingly united to the vine in the first place — that they were connected only outwardly, and their falling away reveals that their faith was never genuine. "They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of us, they would no doubt have continued with us" (1 John 2:19). This is a serious reading, held by serious and godly people, and it is not to be dismissed with contempt.

But whichever way one finally resolves the theology, notice that the practical force of Jesus' warning is the same for all of us: abide. Do not treat your connection to the vine casually. Do not presume that you may cease abiding — cling to sin, drift from Christ, cut the artery of fellowship — and still, somehow, live. Whether one says such a person "loses" salvation or "shows he never had it," the warning to the soul is identical: the one who does not abide withers and is burned, and sin is the great separator that threatens the abiding. The honest believer, of whatever theological stripe, hears Jesus' "abide in me" not as an idle word but as a matter of spiritual life and death. And that leads us to take seriously something an easy view is tempted to ignore: the many stern warnings the New Testament directs at believers.
Chapter 3: Why the New Testament Warns Believers


"For if we sin wilfully after that we have received the knowledge of the truth, there remaineth no more sacrifice for sins, but a certain fearful looking for of judgment and fiery indignation."

— Hebrews 10:26–27




"Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall."

— 1 Corinthians 10:12



The Weight of the Warnings

If sin could not truly imperil a believer's soul — if the connection to Christ were absolutely unconditional regardless of how one lived — then the New Testament's many stern warnings to believers would be strange indeed. Yet the warnings are there, in passage after passage, and they are directed not at unbelievers but at those within the church, those who profess faith, those already on the way. An honest reading of the New Testament must reckon with these warnings rather than explain them all away, for they are too numerous, too urgent, and too plainly addressed to believers to be dismissed.

Consider the sheer weight of them. "Take heed, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief, in departing from the living God" (Hebrews 3:12) — addressed to "brethren," warning of departing from God. "Let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall" (1 Corinthians 10:12) — a warning that the one who thinks himself secure is precisely the one in danger of falling. "Work out your own salvation with fear and trembling" (Philippians 2:12). "Be not highminded, but fear" (Romans 11:20). Over and over, the New Testament addresses believers with warnings that assume sin and falling away are real dangers to be taken with the utmost seriousness — not idle threats, but genuine perils.

The question any honest reader must ask is: why would the Spirit of God inspire so many urgent warnings to believers if there were, in fact, nothing for a believer to fear? Warnings function as means — they are one of the ways God keeps his people. But a warning against an impossible danger is no warning at all. The very presence and urgency of these warnings suggests that the danger is real: that sin genuinely imperils the soul, that falling away is a real possibility to be guarded against, and that the believer is meant to take heed. We should let the warnings do their intended work on us — the work of sober vigilance — rather than neutralizing them with a theology that makes them unnecessary.

The Sharpest Warning

Perhaps the sharpest of all these warnings is in Hebrews: "For if we sin wilfully after that we have received the knowledge of the truth, there remaineth no more sacrifice for sins, but a certain fearful looking for of judgment and fiery indignation" (Hebrews 10:26–27). Read it slowly and let its gravity register. It speaks of those who "sin wilfully" — deliberately, persistently, with the will set on sin — after they have "received the knowledge of the truth." These are not pagans who never heard; these are people who knew the truth and then set themselves wilfully to sin. And for such, the writer says, there remains "no more sacrifice for sins, but a certain fearful looking for of judgment."

A few verses later the same writer speaks of one who has "trodden under foot the Son of God, and hath counted the blood of the covenant, wherewith he was sanctified, an unholy thing, and hath done despite unto the Spirit of grace" (Hebrews 10:29). This is a chilling description of what wilful, persistent, presumptuous sin amounts to: trampling on the Son of God, treating his blood as a common thing, insulting the Spirit of grace. The writer concludes, "It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God" (Hebrews 10:31). These are not words written to frighten unbelievers; they are written to warn those within the covenant community against the deadly peril of wilful, unrepentant sin.

How the Two Views Hear It

Again, honesty requires acknowledging that the two main views read such passages differently, and I will represent both. Those who hold eternal security typically read these warnings in one of two ways: either as describing people who were never truly saved (their wilful apostasy revealing an unregenerate heart all along), or as the very means God uses to preserve his true people (the warnings themselves being one of the instruments by which the elect are kept from falling, so that a true believer, heeding the warning, is thereby preserved). These are thoughtful readings, and I do not caricature them.

The view this book argues takes the warnings more straightforwardly: that they are addressed to real believers, that they describe a real danger, and that wilful, persistent, unrepentant sin can indeed lead to the loss of salvation and the "fearful looking for of judgment" the passage describes. But here, as before, I want to stress what unites rather than only what divides. On every view, the warning is to be heeded, not neutralized. On every view, "sin wilfully" is a path toward destruction that no one should walk. On every view, the one who presumes — "I may cling to my sin, I am secure regardless" — is in precisely the posture the warning condemns. Whether the warning works by threatening real loss or by being the means of preservation, the response it demands is identical: take heed, do not sin wilfully, do not presume. And that brings us to the specific and deadly danger these warnings most often target: not the sin we fall into and grieve over, but the sin we settle into and refuse to leave.
Chapter 4: The Deadly Danger of Unrepentant Sin


"He that covereth his sins shall not prosper: but whoso confesseth and forsaketh them shall have mercy."

— Proverbs 28:13




"Or know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God? Be not deceived... Such were some of you: but ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus."

— 1 Corinthians 6:9–11



The Crucial Distinction

We must now make a distinction that is essential to this whole subject, and that guards it from becoming a message of despair. The danger this book warns against is not the sin that a believer falls into and grieves over and repents of. Every believer sins; "if we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves" (1 John 1:8). The one who stumbles, is grieved by his stumbling, confesses it, and turns from it is not the one in peril — for him there is full and ready mercy. The danger is something different and more deadly: unrepentant sin. Sin that is not grieved over but embraced. Sin that is not confessed but hidden. Sin that is not forsaken but settled into, defended, and persisted in. The peril is not in falling; it is in refusing to get up — in making peace with sin and dwelling there.

Scripture draws this line clearly: "He that covereth his sins shall not prosper: but whoso confesseth and forsaketh them shall have mercy" (Proverbs 28:13). Two paths, two outcomes. The one who covers his sin — hides it, excuses it, refuses to deal with it — "shall not prosper"; he is on the deadly path. The one who confesses and forsakes his sin "shall have mercy"; he is on the path of life. The difference is not whether one has sinned — both have — but what one does with the sin: cover it and keep it, or confess it and forsake it. This is the crucial distinction. The deadly danger is not sin as such, which afflicts us all, but sin covered, kept, and unrepented.

Presuming Upon Grace

The particular form of unrepentant sin that Scripture treats as most dangerous is sin that presumes upon grace — that says, in effect, "I may continue in this sin, because grace will cover it." Paul confronts this presumption head-on: "Shall we continue in sin, that grace may abound? God forbid. How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any longer therein?" (Romans 6:1–2). The idea that one may deliberately persist in sin while leaning on grace to excuse it is met with Paul's strongest expression of horror: "God forbid." It is a fundamental misunderstanding of grace — a turning of grace into a license for sin, which Jude calls "turning the grace of our God into lasciviousness" (Jude 1:4).

This presumption is deadly precisely because it feels safe. The person who presumes upon grace believes himself secure while clinging to the very sin that separates him from God. He has, in effect, decided that he can sit at the vine while refusing to abide, that he can keep the artery cut and still live, because grace will somehow make it not matter. But grace was never given to make sin not matter; grace was given to save us from sin, not to make us comfortable in it. The one who uses grace as permission to persist in sin has not understood grace at all, and he is in the gravest danger — not because grace is insufficient, but because he is using a false idea of grace to justify remaining in the very thing that kills.

Washed, and No Longer

Paul's words to the Corinthians hold the warning and the hope together perfectly, and we must hear both. First the warning: "the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God. Be not deceived" (1 Corinthians 6:9). He then lists sins — and these are sins, note, that some may persist in while presuming they are safe — and says plainly that those who practice such things "shall not inherit the kingdom of God." "Be not deceived" is a direct warning against exactly the presumption we have described: do not deceive yourself that you may practice these things and still inherit the kingdom.

But then, immediately, the hope: "And such were some of you: but ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus" (1 Corinthians 6:11). Such were some of you — past tense. They had been those very sinners, but they were washed, sanctified, justified. They did not stay in the sin; they were cleansed from it and turned from it. This is the whole point. The gospel does not leave us in our sin presuming upon grace; it washes us, changes us, turns us from the sin. The deadly danger is to remain in the sin while claiming the washing. The hope is that the washing is real and available — that no one need remain in the sin, because Christ truly cleanses those who come to him and turn. And that turning has a name, the God-given way back from the deadly danger: repentance. But first we must expose the lie that stands most directly in its way — the lie of cheap grace.
Chapter 5: The Lie of Cheap Grace


"What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin, that grace may abound? God forbid. How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any longer therein?"

— Romans 6:1–2




"For there are certain men crept in unawares... ungodly men, turning the grace of our God into lasciviousness, and denying the only Lord God, and our Lord Jesus Christ."

— Jude 1:4



Grace Without Cost

There is a counterfeit of grace that has done enormous damage in the church, and it is the direct enabler of the unrepentant sin we have been discussing. It is sometimes called "cheap grace" — grace imagined as a blanket forgiveness that costs nothing and demands nothing, that covers all sin automatically and permanently regardless of whether the sinner ever turns from it, so that one may go on sinning freely with full assurance that it is all already forgiven and nothing is required. This is a lie, and a deadly one, because it severs grace from its purpose and turns the gift of God into a permission slip for the very thing it was meant to save us from.

Paul anticipated this lie and crushed it: "Shall we continue in sin, that grace may abound? God forbid. How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any longer therein?" (Romans 6:1–2). The logic of cheap grace runs: "The more I sin, the more grace abounds to cover it, so sin freely." Paul's response is total rejection — "God forbid" — followed by a profound point: those who are truly in Christ have died to sin; how could they live any longer in it? The genuine experience of grace does not leave a person comfortable in sin; it breaks sin's dominion and turns the heart against it. The one who imagines grace as permission to keep sinning has not experienced grace at all; he has swallowed a counterfeit.

Turning Grace into License

Jude names the people who spread this lie with striking severity: "there are certain men crept in unawares... ungodly men, turning the grace of our God into lasciviousness, and denying the only Lord God, and our Lord Jesus Christ" (Jude 1:4). Notice the phrase "turning the grace of our God into lasciviousness" — taking the holy grace of God and twisting it into a license for unrestrained sin. Jude calls those who do this "ungodly men" who are, in effect, "denying" the Lord — for to turn his grace into permission for sin is to deny what he is and what he came to do. He came to "save his people from their sins" (Matthew 1:21), not to make them comfortable in them. To use his grace as a cover for continued sin is to deny the very purpose of his coming.

This is why cheap grace is not a minor theological error but a deadly spiritual danger. It is the exact mechanism by which a soul persuades itself that it may cling to its sin without peril — the lie that makes presumption feel safe. It takes the true and glorious grace of God, which saves us from sin, and perverts it into a false grace that leaves us in sin while feeling secure. The person who believes this lie is in the gravest danger precisely because he feels no danger; he has been given a false assurance that silences every warning. Cheap grace is the anesthetic that lets the deadly disease of unrepentant sin proceed without pain, until it is too late.

The Costliness of Real Grace

The antidote to cheap grace is to recover how costly real grace is. Grace is free to us, but it was not cheap; it cost God the death of his own Son. "Ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold... but with the precious blood of Christ" (1 Peter 1:18–19). When we see what grace cost — the agony of the cross, the Son of God bearing the wages of our sin in his own body — we can no longer imagine that it is a cheap permission to keep sinning. How could we treat lightly, as a mere license, the thing that cost God so dearly? To presume upon such grace, to use the blood of Christ as a cover for sin we have no intention of leaving, is, in the words of Hebrews, to count "the blood of the covenant... an unholy thing" (Hebrews 10:29) — a staggering insult to the love that bought us.

Real grace, rightly understood, does not make us casual about sin; it makes us hate the sin that cost our Savior so much, and long to be free of it. It does not leave us comfortable in the sin; it empowers us to turn from it. This is the grace that is no lie — the costly grace that both forgives the sinner and transforms him, that both covers sin and conquers it. And the doorway through which this real grace does its transforming work, the God-given response to the deadly danger of sin, is the one thing cheap grace most wants us to avoid: repentance. To that way back we now turn.
Chapter 6: Repentance — the Way Back


"Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, when the times of refreshing shall come from the presence of the Lord."

— Acts 3:19




"If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness."

— 1 John 1:9



The God-Given Way Back

We have looked long and honestly at the deadly danger of sin — its nature as rebellion and deadly power, its work of separating us from God, the solemn warnings of Scripture, the peril of unrepentant and presumed-upon sin, and the lie of cheap grace that enables it. If the book ended there, it would leave only dread. But it does not end there, because God has provided a way back — a God-given, always-available doorway out of the deadly danger and back into the life of fellowship with him. That doorway is repentance. And it is the most hopeful word this book has to offer.

Repentance is not, as it is often misheard, a grim and shameful groveling. At its root it means a turning — a change of mind and direction, a turning away from sin and back toward God. It is the exact opposite of the unrepentant covering of sin we saw to be so deadly. Where unrepentant sin covers, excuses, and clings, repentance uncovers, confesses, and forsakes. "He that covereth his sins shall not prosper: but whoso confesseth and forsaketh them shall have mercy" (Proverbs 28:13). Repentance is the confessing and forsaking — the turning that leads to mercy. It is the way back from the deadly path onto the path of life.

Peter preaches it as the way to have sins erased: "Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, when the times of refreshing shall come from the presence of the Lord" (Acts 3:19). Notice the beautiful result attached to repentance: sins blotted out, and "times of refreshing" from the presence of the Lord. Repentance is not the end of joy but its restoration — the turning that removes the sin that separated us and restores the refreshing presence of God. The one who repents does not walk away burdened; he walks away forgiven, cleansed, and refreshed.

Always Available to the One Who Turns

Here is the great mercy that answers all the dread of the earlier chapters: repentance is always available. No matter how far one has drifted, no matter how long one has clung to sin, no matter how deadly the danger has become, the turn is always possible, and God's mercy always meets the one who turns. "Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts: and let him return unto the Lord, and he will have mercy upon him; and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon" (Isaiah 55:7). There is no sinner so far gone that this invitation does not reach him. The door of repentance stands open as long as there is breath to turn.

This is why the sober warnings of this book are not a counsel of despair. The warnings tell us the danger is real; repentance tells us the way out is always open. A person reading this who has recognized himself in the earlier chapters — who has been covering sin, presuming upon grace, drifting from the vine — is not thereby condemned beyond hope. The very opposite: the recognition is itself the beginning of the turn, and the moment he turns, mercy meets him. "If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness" (1 John 1:9). Faithful and just — God binds himself to forgive the one who confesses and turns. The way back is never closed to the returning heart.

Repentance as a Way of Life

We should understand, too, that repentance is not merely a one-time act at the beginning of the Christian life but an ongoing posture — a continual turning that marks the whole of a healthy walk with God. Because we continue to sin, we continually repent; because the vine must be abided in, we continually turn back whenever we have drifted. This is not a sign of failure but of life. The healthy Christian life is not one of sinless perfection but of continual, honest repentance — a life of quick turning, of keeping short accounts with God, of not letting sin settle and harden into the deadly unrepentant state but dealing with it swiftly and turning back.

This is the great protection against the deadly danger. The one who makes repentance his continual practice — who turns quickly whenever he sins, who refuses to let sin accumulate and harden, who keeps the artery to the vine clear by constant honest confession and turning — this one is kept safe, not by presuming upon grace, but by continually returning to it. He does not cling to sin; he flees it and turns back the moment he catches himself drifting. This is the life that abides. And it is possible only because the way back is always open, and because there is One who is both willing and able to receive every returning sinner. Which brings us, at the last, to the ground of all our hope: the sufficiency of Christ, the complete and final answer to the wages of sin.
Chapter 7: The Sufficiency of Christ


"The blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin."

— 1 John 1:7




"Wherefore he is able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for them."

— Hebrews 7:25



The Answer to the Wage

We began with the sober truth that "the wages of sin is death." We have taken that truth with full seriousness through every chapter. Now we arrive at the answer to it — the only sufficient answer, and a completely sufficient one: Jesus Christ. For if sin earns death and separates us from God, then our only hope is One who can pay that wage on our behalf and heal that separation — and this is precisely what Christ has done. He bore the wages of our sin in his own body on the cross, paying in full the death that our sin had earned, so that the gift of eternal life might be freely given to all who come to him. The whole weight of the bad news is answered, and more than answered, by the good news of what Christ has accomplished.

"The blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin" (1 John 1:7). All sin — not some, not the lighter ones only, but all. There is no sin so great that the blood of Christ cannot cleanse it, no stain so deep it cannot be washed white. This is the sufficiency of Christ: his sacrifice is complete, lacking nothing, able to answer the full wage of all our sin. The soul that has seen the deadly seriousness of its sin, and despaired of answering it, finds in Christ an answer fully equal to the need — a sacrifice that cleanses from all sin. However seriously we have learned to take our sin in this book, we must take the sufficiency of Christ even more seriously, for his grace is greater than all our sin. "Where sin abounded, grace did much more abound" (Romans 5:20).

Able to Save to the Uttermost

The sufficiency of Christ is not only in the completeness of his past sacrifice but in the permanence of his present work. "He is able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for them" (Hebrews 7:25). To the uttermost — completely, fully, to the very end. And the ground of this is that Christ "ever liveth to make intercession" for his people — he is not a Savior whose work is finished and distant, but a living Savior who continually intercedes for those who come to him. This is the deepest security there is: not a presumption that lets us cling to sin, but a living Savior who keeps all who truly come to him and continue coming to him.

Here we must hold together, finally, the two things this book has labored to hold together throughout. On one hand, the warnings are real, and sin is a deadly peril not to be presumed upon. On the other hand, Christ is a sufficient and faithful Savior, "able to save to the uttermost" all who come to him. These are not in contradiction. The security of the believer is real — but it is a security in Christ, found in continually coming to him, abiding in him, turning to him in repentance, trusting his sufficient work — not a security in presuming upon grace while clinging to sin. The one who abides in Christ, who comes to him and keeps coming, who turns from sin to him again and again, is saved to the uttermost by a Savior fully able to keep him. The warnings drive us to Christ; the sufficiency of Christ is what we are driven to. They work together to the same end: a soul kept safe, not by its own sin-management, but by union with a sufficient Savior.

Where the Seriousness Leads

So the deadly seriousness of sin, rightly understood, does not finally lead to despair or to anxious works. It leads to Christ. It drives us out of all presumption, out of all cheap grace, out of all casual clinging to sin — and straight to the foot of the cross, where the wages of our sin were paid in full and the gift of eternal life is freely offered. The more seriously we take sin, the more gloriously sufficient Christ appears. A small view of sin produces a small view of the cross; a true view of sin produces a true view of the staggering grace that answered it.

This is where every honest reckoning with sin must end: not in the question "how can I manage my sin well enough to be safe?" but in the question "to whom shall I go?" — and the answer, "Thou hast the words of eternal life" (John 6:68). We flee our sin, we turn from it in repentance, and we come — again and again, to the uttermost, as long as we live — to the One who alone can save us from the wages of sin. He is sufficient. He is faithful. He is able to save completely all who come to God by him. And so the soul that has learned to take sin seriously learns, in the same lesson, to take Christ even more seriously — and finds, in him, a salvation fully equal to the deadliest peril, freely given to all who will come, and turn, and abide.
Conclusion: The Wage and the Gift

We have taken a sober journey through a subject our age prefers to avoid. We began with a sentence drained of its terror by over-familiarity — "the wages of sin is death" — and we set out to take it as seriously as the Bible takes it. And we have found that sin is no harmless stumble but rebellion and a deadly power; that it works death by separating the soul from God, the source of life; that the New Testament's many warnings to believers are not idle but urgent; that unrepentant, presumed-upon sin is a grave peril; and that the lie of cheap grace is the deadly enabler of it all. We have refused to soften these truths, because to soften them is finally to soften the grace that answers them.

But we have also found that the sober truth about sin is not the last word. For the same Scripture that says "the wages of sin is death" says, in the very same breath, "but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord" (Romans 6:23). We have found that repentance is the God-given way back, always available to the one who turns, met every time by abundant pardon. And we have found that Christ is a fully sufficient Savior — his blood cleansing from all sin, his living intercession saving to the uttermost all who come to God by him. The bad news is real; the good news is greater.

What, then, shall we take away? Not anxiety, and not presumption — the two opposite errors this book has steered between. Not the anxious, works-based terror that lives in fear of being cast off at every stumble; for Christ is a sufficient and faithful Savior, able to save to the uttermost all who come to him. And not the casual presumption that clings to sin while leaning on cheap grace; for sin is a deadly peril, and the warnings are real, and no one may trample the blood of Christ and be safe. Between these errors lies the narrow, living way: to take sin seriously enough to flee it and turn from it, and to take Christ seriously enough to rest wholly in him — abiding in the vine, repenting quickly when we drift, and trusting the sufficient Savior to keep us.

"How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation?" (Hebrews 2:3). The wage of sin is death; do not presume upon it. The gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ; do not neglect it. Flee the sin that separates. Turn, as often as you drift, to the Savior who receives. Abide in the vine. And rest your whole weight on the One who bore the wages of sin in your place, and who is able to save, to the uttermost, all who come to God by him.

To God alone be the glory.
