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Introduction: The Quiet Catastrophe

Every age has its loud catastrophes — wars, collapses, disasters that announce themselves. But the deepest catastrophe of our age has been a quiet one, so quiet that most have not noticed it happening. It is the slow unmaking of man — the hollowing-out of the human being from the inside, accomplished not by any obvious assault but by an idea that was sold to us as liberation. The idea is this: that there is no fixed moral order, no truth we are answerable to, no law written on the heart — that values are merely our own feelings or inventions, which we may therefore revise, debunk, or discard at will. This was offered as freedom. It is proving to be the abolition of the human.

This book is an attempt to understand that quiet catastrophe and to point the way out, reasoning throughout from Scripture. I write in the shadow of a famous warning. Nearly a century ago, C. S. Lewis saw where the denial of objective value was heading and called it, with chilling precision, "the abolition of man." He argued, largely on philosophical grounds, that to debunk the moral law is finally to debunk humanity itself — that the man who conquers nature by denying all fixed values ends by conquering, and destroying, man. I am not retracing his argument or borrowing his structure; this is a different and more explicitly biblical book. But his insight was true and prophetic, and the aim here is to make the same essential case from the ground of Scripture — to show that what Lewis called the Tao, the objective moral order, is in truth the law of God written on the human heart, and that to deny it is to unmake the creature God made to bear His image.

The thesis is simple to state. There is a real, objective moral order — not invented by human beings but given by God and inscribed on every human heart. To be human, in the fullest sense, is to live answerable to that order, made in the image of God, with a conscience that bears witness to His law. The modern project has set out to deny all this: to "see through" the moral law as mere feeling or social construct, to reduce values to preferences, and finally to reduce man himself to an object — raw material to be remade by whoever holds the power to remake him. And the terrible irony is that this project, which promised to free and elevate man, actually hollows him out and, carried to its end, abolishes him. The denial of the moral law does not liberate the human; it unmakes him.

But this book is not finally a lament; it is a summons to recovery. For the moral law has an Author, and the Author has not abandoned His creature. The way back from the unmaking of man runs through the recovery of the fear of the Lord — the beginning of wisdom — and through the restoration of the image of God in Christ, the last Adam, in whom humanity is not abolished but remade and healed. Where the modern project unmakes man, Christ re-makes him. That is the hope toward which the whole book moves.

The chapters trace the descent and the recovery. We begin with the moral law written on the heart. We examine the modern move of "seeing through" all values. We consider the hollowed heart that results. We trace the step from denying moral law to remaking man himself. We reach the endpoint — the abolition of man. Then we turn to the recovery: the fear of the Lord, the image restored in Christ, and the call to stand on the rock in an age that builds on sand. Let us begin at the foundation — the law written on the heart.
Chapter 1: The Law Written on the Heart


"For when the Gentiles, which have not the law, do by nature the things contained in the law, these, having not the law, are a law unto themselves: which shew the work of the law written in their hearts, their conscience also bearing witness."

— Romans 2:14–15




"He hath made every thing beautiful in his time: also he hath set the world in their heart."

— Ecclesiastes 3:11



A Real and Given Order

Everything in this book depends on a single foundational claim, so we must establish it first: there is a real, objective moral order, given by God and written on the human heart. It is not invented by human beings; it is not a mere product of culture or evolution or preference; it is a reality we discover, not create — as real and as given as the physical laws of the universe, and as little subject to our revision.

Scripture states this with remarkable clarity. Paul observes that even the Gentiles, who never received the written law of Moses, nonetheless "do by nature the things contained in the law" and so "shew the work of the law written in their hearts, their conscience also bearing witness" (Romans 2:14–15). The moral law, Paul says, is not merely an external code given to one nation; it is inscribed on the human heart as such, so that human beings everywhere, in every culture, have access to its substance, and their own conscience testifies to it. This is why cultures with no contact arrive at strikingly similar basic moral intuitions — that cruelty and betrayal and injustice are wrong, that courage and honesty and kindness are good. They are all reading, however imperfectly, the same law written on the same human heart by the same God.

Discovered, Not Invented

The crucial point — the point the modern project denies — is that this moral order is discovered, not invented. We do not make it up; we encounter it. And we encounter it as something that stands over us, that judges us, that we are answerable to, whether we like it or not. When we are genuinely wronged, we do not experience our outrage as a mere preference, as though we were simply reporting a dislike; we experience it as an appeal to a real standard the other person ought to have honored, a standard that would still be binding even if everyone disagreed. In the very act of moral complaint, we testify that the moral law is real and not of our making.

"He hath set the world in their heart" (Ecclesiastes 3:11) — there is planted in every human being a sense of a larger order, of eternity, of a moral and spiritual reality beyond the material. This is part of what it means to be made in the image of God: to be a creature who knows, however dimly, that there is a right and a wrong he did not invent and cannot finally escape. The moral law written on the heart is one of the great marks of our humanity — one of the things that distinguishes man, made in God's image, from the beasts. To be human is, in large part, to be a creature answerable to this given moral order.

Why This Foundation Matters

Grasp this foundation, and the whole argument of the book follows. For if the moral law is real and given — written on the heart by God — then it is not ours to revise, debunk, or discard. We can disobey it, but we cannot repeal it; we can deny it, but we cannot make it untrue. And, crucially, this moral law is bound up with our very humanity: to be fully human is to live as a creature who recognizes and answers to it. Which means that to deny the moral law is not a neutral act, and not a liberation; it is an assault on the foundation of the human itself. If our humanity is constituted in part by our answerability to God's moral order, then to debunk that order is to begin unmaking the human.

This is exactly what the modern project has set out to do, and why it is so catastrophic. It denies that the moral law is real and given, insisting instead that values are merely human inventions — feelings, constructs, preferences — which we may therefore revise or discard. And in doing so, it saws at the branch on which our humanity sits. The next chapter examines the characteristic move by which this denial is accomplished: the clever, corrosive habit of "seeing through" every value until nothing is left to see.
Chapter 2: Seeing Through Everything


"Woe unto them that call evil good, and good evil; that put darkness for light, and light for darkness."

— Isaiah 5:20




"Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools."

— Romans 1:22



The Debunking Move

The modern denial of the moral law rarely comes as a frontal assault — "there is no right and wrong." It comes, rather, through a subtler and more corrosive move, which we may call seeing through. It is the habit of explaining away every value by reducing it to something lower: conscience is "really just" social conditioning; the sense of duty is "nothing but" evolved instinct; moral conviction is "merely" a feeling, or a power-play, or a cultural construct. Each value, examined, is "seen through" — revealed (so the claim goes) to be nothing but some non-moral thing underneath. The moral law is not refuted so much as dissolved, explained away, debunked.

This move feels like sophistication, like penetrating insight, like the hard-won wisdom of those too clever to be taken in. And it can be applied to anything. Any value, any conviction, any sense of the sacred or the good, can be "seen through" to some lower cause — and the one who sees through it feels superior to those who still naively believe. But here is the fatal flaw in the whole procedure, and it is worth stating carefully: you cannot see through everything, because to see through something is to see something beyond it. If you see through all values, you finally see nothing at all. The whole point of a window is to see the garden beyond it; a wholly transparent world, in which you see through everything, is a world in which you see nothing. The man who has seen through all things has not become wise; he has become blind.

The Great Inversion

Isaiah names the catastrophe that this seeing-through finally produces: "Woe unto them that call evil good, and good evil; that put darkness for light, and light for darkness; that put bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter!" (Isaiah 5:20). When the fixed moral order has been seen through and dissolved, there is no longer any stable standard by which to call good "good" and evil "evil." And so the inevitable result is inversion — good and evil are not merely confused but reversed, the darkness called light and the light darkness. This is not a hypothetical danger; it is the observable fruit of a culture that has debunked the moral law. Having "seen through" the real distinctions, it loses the ability to make them, and ends by calling the very things God calls evil "good," and the things He calls good "evil."

Paul traces the same descent in Romans 1, and it begins exactly where our chapter begins — with the suppression of what is known to be true. Those who "hold the truth in unrighteousness" (Romans 1:18), who refuse to honor God though His reality is evident, are given over to a darkened mind: "professing themselves to be wise, they became fools" (Romans 1:22). This is the precise pattern of seeing-through: it professes wisdom — the superior insight of the one who is not naive — and arrives at folly, at a darkened understanding that can no longer see the moral reality plainly written on the heart and displayed in creation. The seer-through congratulates himself on his sophistication while his capacity to see the most important things of all quietly dies.

Seeing Through to Nothing

The deepest problem with seeing through everything is that it is self-destroying. The debunker uses some standard to debunk the others — he sees through conscience by appeal to science, through tradition by appeal to reason, through the sacred by appeal to the natural. But if the method is universal, it eventually turns on his own standards too: why should science, reason, or anything else be exempt from the same debunking? If all values are "nothing but" lower causes, then so is the value of truth, the value of reason, the value of the debunking itself. The acid that dissolves everything cannot be kept from dissolving its own container. Carried to its end, seeing-through sees through itself, and the result is total — a mind that can affirm nothing, a world in which nothing is finally real or binding, a blindness complete.

This is the intellectual engine of the unmaking of man: a method that promises penetrating wisdom and delivers comprehensive blindness, that promises liberation from naive values and delivers the inability to see any value at all. And once a person — or a culture — has seen through the moral law, something essential to the human has been lost. For man was made to live answerable to that law; and a creature that can no longer see it has been hollowed out at the core. To that hollowing — the emptied heart — we now turn.
Chapter 3: The Hollowed Heart


"Keep thy heart with all diligence; for out of it are the issues of life."

— Proverbs 4:23




"This people draweth nigh unto me with their mouth... but their heart is far from me."

— Matthew 15:8



The Heart That Joins Knowing to Doing

When the moral law is seen through and dissolved, something is hollowed out at the center of the human being. To name it, we must recover the biblical sense of the heart — not mere emotion, as we often use the word today, but the deep center of a person where knowing and willing and loving are joined, where conviction becomes character and truth becomes action. In Scripture, the heart is the wellspring: "Keep thy heart with all diligence; for out of it are the issues of life" (Proverbs 4:23). It is from the heart that life flows — the seat of our deepest loves and loyalties, the place where what we know is bound to what we do.

The heart, in this sense, is what joins the head to the hands — what takes the truth the mind perceives and turns it into the action the will performs, by the power of rightly ordered loves. A human being functioning as God designed knows the good (in the mind), loves the good (in the heart), and does the good (in the will) — and it is the heart, the seat of ordered love, that connects the knowing to the doing. Lewis, in his famous warning, spoke of this as the "chest" — the trained emotions and ordered loves that mediate between reason and appetite, between the head and the belly. Strip it out, he said, and you produce "men without chests" — people with clever heads and hungry appetites but nothing in between to join right knowing to right doing. The biblical name for what is stripped out is the rightly ordered heart.

What the Hollowing Produces

Here is the tragedy of seeing through the moral law: it hollows out the heart. When values are debunked as mere feeling or construct, the trained loves and settled convictions that make up the heart are dissolved. The person is left with a mind that can calculate and an appetite that can crave, but no rightly ordered center of love to bind reason to righteousness. He may know, abstractly, what is good; he may feel, powerfully, what he wants; but the heart that would make him love the good and do it has been hollowed out. He is, in the deepest sense, empty at the center.

And this hollowing has visible consequences. A culture that has debunked the moral law does not become more rational and free, as promised; it becomes, by turns, coldly calculating and helplessly appetite-driven — clever and hungry, but without the ordered loves that make for genuine virtue and genuine humanity. We "laugh at honour," as Lewis put it, "and are shocked to find traitors in our midst" — we remove the very thing that produces the virtue, and then are surprised by its absence. We hollow out the heart and then wonder at the heartlessness. The denial of the moral law does not free the human; it empties him, leaving a hollow where the ordered, loving, convicted heart was meant to be.

Mouth Near, Heart Far

Jesus named a version of this hollowing in His own day: "This people draweth nigh unto me with their mouth, and honoureth me with their lips; but their heart is far from me" (Matthew 15:8). It is possible to retain the outward forms — the words, the lips, the appearance — while the heart has gone hollow and far away. And something like this happens at the cultural level when the moral law is debunked: we may keep the vocabulary of values, the language of rights and justice and dignity, even as we have hollowed out the heart that once gave those words their meaning and their power. We speak of human dignity while denying the image of God that grounded it; we invoke justice while debunking the moral law that defined it. The mouth draws near; the heart is far.

This is why the hollowing is so dangerous and so hard to detect. The forms remain for a while after the substance is gone — the words, the institutions, the moral vocabulary persist even as the heart that animated them is emptied out. But a people cannot live indefinitely on the hollowed-out shell of a morality it no longer believes in. Eventually the empty forms collapse, or are refilled with something else entirely — and here we reach the most ominous turn in the whole descent. For once the heart is hollowed and the moral law denied, there is no longer any fixed human nature to respect — and man becomes raw material to be remade by whoever holds the power to remake him. To that terrible step we now turn.
Chapter 4: Man Remade by Man


"And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die: for God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof... ye shall be as gods."

— Genesis 3:4–5




"Go to, let us build us a city and a tower, whose top may reach unto heaven; and let us make us a name."

— Genesis 11:4



No Fixed Nature, No Limit

Follow the logic of the unmaking to its next step. If there is no objective moral order — if values are merely human constructs we may revise at will — then there is also no fixed human nature to be honored, no given design of man that stands over our tampering. Man becomes, like everything else, raw material: infinitely malleable, with no built-in form that must be respected, available to be refashioned according to whatever vision the powerful happen to hold. The denial of the moral law thus leads, by an iron logic, to the denial of a fixed humanity — and the denial of a fixed humanity opens the door to man being remade by man.

This is sold, like everything in the modern project, as liberation and progress: man, freed from the "superstition" of a fixed nature, can now take control of his own evolution, remake himself, transcend his given limits, become whatever he wills. But consider what this actually means. If there is no given human nature to respect, then there is no standard by which any remaking can be judged good or bad — there is only the will of the remaker. And the remaker is not "humanity" in the abstract; it is always some particular men, holding some particular power, imposing some particular vision on the rest. "Man's conquest of nature," when nature includes human nature, turns out to be the conquest of some men over all men — the power of the remakers over the remade.

The Oldest Temptation

This is not a new temptation; it is the oldest one, and Scripture names it at the very beginning. The serpent's promise in Eden was precisely this: "ye shall be as gods" (Genesis 3:5). The temptation was to throw off the given order, to refuse the limits God had set, to seize the prerogative of God Himself — to become the one who decides good and evil rather than the one who receives it. The modern project to remake man by denying his given nature is this ancient temptation in a new form: the refusal of the creature to be a creature, the grasping after the Creator's role, the determination to be "as gods" who define and remake humanity according to their own will.

Babel is the same story at the social scale: "Go to, let us build us a city and a tower, whose top may reach unto heaven; and let us make us a name" (Genesis 11:4). It is the collective project of man to exalt himself, to reach the place of God, to make a name for himself apart from and against his Creator. And the modern remaking of man is a tower of Babel aimed not at the sky but at human nature itself — the proud project of refashioning the creature who was made in God's image into whatever the builders prefer. In both the garden and Babel, the grasping after godhood ends not in exaltation but in ruin, in confusion, in a scattering and a fall. The creature who would be as God does not ascend to deity; he loses even his proper humanity.

Playing God With Man

The deepest horror of man-remade-by-man is that it effaces the image of God. For man was made in that image — "in the image of God created he him" (Genesis 1:27) — and his nature is not arbitrary raw material but the deliberate design of the Creator, bearing His likeness. To remake man according to human will, as though he were formless clay with no given nature to honor, is to deface the image of God, to treat the Creator's handiwork as the remaker's to redesign. It is to usurp the role of God over the very creature God made to reflect Him. The remakers, in playing god with man, do not elevate man; they deface the divine image he was made to bear.

And notice who ends up in control. When man is remade by man, the remade are at the mercy of the remakers — a few will hold the power to define and reshape what the rest will be. The promised liberation of "humanity" turns out to be the subjection of most of humanity to the vision of a powerful few. This is the hidden tyranny inside the dream of remaking man: it does not free mankind; it hands mankind over to its remakers. And when that logic is carried to its end, we reach the terminus of the whole descent — not the elevation of man, but his abolition. To that endpoint we now turn.
Chapter 5: The Abolition of Man


"What is a man profited, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul?"

— Matthew 16:26




"Lest Satan should get an advantage of us: for we are not ignorant of his devices."

— 2 Corinthians 2:11



The Conquest That Conquers the Conqueror

We reach now the endpoint toward which the whole descent has been tending — the place Lewis named with such terrible accuracy: the abolition of man. Follow the logic one final step. The modern project set out to free and elevate man by conquering nature and throwing off every fixed limit, including the moral law and human nature itself. But we have seen that when "nature" includes human nature, the conquest of nature becomes the conquest of man by man — the power of the remakers over the remade. And now comes the final turn: the remakers themselves, having denied all objective value, have no standard left by which to remake man toward any genuine good. They are left with nothing but their own appetites and will — which are themselves, on their own account, "nothing but" impulses and constructs, debunked along with everything else.

So the conquest conquers the conqueror. The men who set out to master human nature, having dissolved all values including their own, are left as mere bundles of impulse, remaking mankind according to urges they can no longer even call good or bad. The last men standing in the project of mastery are not gods but creatures emptied of everything that made them human — not masters of a glorious future but appetites with power. Man has not been elevated; he has been abolished — hollowed out, defaced, reduced from an image-bearer answerable to God into an object shaped by, and ultimately indistinguishable from, blind impulse. The whole project to make man more than human ends by making him less — indeed, by unmaking him.

Gaining the World, Losing the Soul

Jesus posed the question that exposes the whole bargain: "What is a man profited, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul?" (Matthew 16:26). The modern project offers man the whole world — mastery of nature, freedom from every limit, the power to remake himself and his destiny. But the price is the soul: the very thing that made him human, the image of God, the heart answerable to the moral law, the creature made for his Creator. And Jesus' question answers itself. To gain the whole world at the cost of the soul is no profit at all; it is the worst bargain imaginable. The abolition of man is precisely this bargain carried out on a civilizational scale: the gaining of a kind of world-mastery at the cost of the human soul itself.

This is the catastrophe stated at its starkest. The denial of the moral law, sold as liberation, delivers not a freer and greater humanity but a hollowed, defaced, abolished one — man having gained a measure of the world and lost his own soul. And here we must name what Scripture would have us name: that behind this ancient and recurring project — "ye shall be as gods," the refusal of the creature to be a creature, the grasping after mastery that ends in ruin — stands a deceiver whose oldest work it is. "Lest Satan should get an advantage of us: for we are not ignorant of his devices" (2 Corinthians 2:11). The unmaking of man is, in the end, the enemy's device: the same lie told in Eden, dressed in modern clothes, promising godhood and delivering abolition.

The Turn Toward Recovery

But Scripture never leaves us at the catastrophe, and neither will this book. For the abolition of man is not the final word, and the enemy's device does not have the last say. The God who made man in His image has not abandoned His creature to the unmaking; He has acted, decisively, to recover and restore the human He created. The descent we have traced — from the denial of the moral law, through the hollowed heart and the remaking of man, to his abolition — is real and must be understood. But over against it stands the recovery God Himself has provided, and it is to that recovery that the rest of this book now turns. The first step of the recovery is the exact reversal of the first step of the descent: where the descent began with throwing off the fear of God, the recovery begins with its return — the fear of the Lord, which is the beginning of wisdom. To that beginning we now turn.
Chapter 6: The Fear of the Lord


"The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom: and the knowledge of the holy is understanding."

— Proverbs 9:10




"The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge: but fools despise wisdom and instruction."

— Proverbs 1:7



The Beginning of the Recovery

If the unmaking of man begins with throwing off God and the moral law He authored, then the recovery of man must begin with their return — and Scripture names the starting point precisely: "The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom" (Proverbs 9:10). This is the exact reversal of the descent. The descent began with the proud "seeing through" of all value and the grasping to "be as gods"; the recovery begins with the humble fear of the Lord — the creature taking again his proper place before the Creator, in awe, in reverence, in submission to the One whose moral order he had tried to debunk.

Notice that the fear of the Lord is called the beginning — the foundation, the starting point, the thing without which the rest cannot be built. This is a direct answer to the modern project, which imagined that wisdom and progress began with throwing off the fear of God. Scripture says the opposite: that is where folly begins. "The fool hath said in his heart, There is no God" (Psalm 14:1). True wisdom, true understanding, true knowledge — these begin not with the autonomous human reason that sees through everything, but with the humble reverence of a creature before his Creator. The recovery of man begins where his unmaking refused to begin: on his knees.

More Than a Law — an Author

Here is a crucial deepening that the recovery brings. Throughout this book we have spoken of the moral law — the objective moral order written on the heart. But the fear of the Lord reveals something the mere concept of a "moral law" can miss: that behind the law stands a Lawgiver, a Person, an Author to be known and loved and feared, not merely a code to be obeyed. "The knowledge of the holy is understanding" (Proverbs 9:10) — understanding comes not just from knowing the law but from knowing the Holy One who gave it. This is where the biblical vision goes beyond even the best philosophical account of objective value. The moral law is not a free-floating abstraction; it is the expression of the character and will of a living God, who is to be feared, known, and loved.

This matters enormously for the recovery, because a mere "moral law" in the abstract can still be seen through, debunked, explained away — but the living God cannot be so easily dissolved, for He confronts us as a Person, a Presence, a reality we answer to. The fear of the Lord re-anchors the moral order in its unshakeable source. It is harder to debunk righteousness when you remember that righteousness is the character of the God before whom you stand. The recovery of man therefore requires not merely a renewed respect for "values" but the return of the fear of the Lord — the reverent knowledge of the holy God who is the Author of the moral order and the One to whom we are finally answerable.

Wisdom Restored

The fear of the Lord does more than re-anchor the moral law; it begins to restore the hollowed heart. For to fear the Lord rightly is to begin loving what He loves and hating what He hates — to have the heart re-formed around reverence for Him. This is the opposite of the hollowing we traced: where seeing-through emptied the heart of its ordered loves, the fear of the Lord begins to refill it, re-forming the deep center of the person around the reverence and love of God. The man who fears the Lord is not the hollow man, clever and hungry but empty; he is the man whose heart is being restored to its proper ordering, whose knowing and loving and doing are being rejoined around their true center.

So the fear of the Lord is the beginning of the whole recovery — the first reversal of the whole descent. It restores the creature to his place, re-anchors the moral law in its living Author, and begins to refill the hollowed heart. But the fear of the Lord is a beginning, not an end; it opens the door, but the full restoration of man requires more than reverence — it requires the healing and remaking of the human itself, defaced as it has been by sin and by the unmaking. And this God has provided in the only way it could be provided: not by man remaking himself, but by God Himself becoming man to restore the image man had lost. To that restoration — the image renewed in Christ — we now turn.
Chapter 7: Image Restored in Christ


"Who is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of every creature."

— Colossians 1:15




"And so it is written, The first man Adam was made a living soul; the last Adam was made a quickening spirit."

— 1 Corinthians 15:45



The True Man

We come now to the heart of the recovery, and it is not a principle but a Person. The unmaking of man defaced the image of God in humanity; the recovery of man requires that image to be restored. And it is restored in Christ, who is Himself "the image of the invisible God" (Colossians 1:15) — the perfect, undefaced image, the true Man, humanity as God intended it. Where Adam and all his children defaced the image through sin, and where the modern project would efface it entirely through its unmaking, Christ is the image in its fullness, and in Him the image is restored to those who are joined to Him.

Paul draws the great contrast: "The first man Adam was made a living soul; the last Adam was made a quickening spirit" (1 Corinthians 15:45). Christ is the "last Adam" — the new head of a renewed humanity, the second beginning of the human race. The first Adam fell, defacing the image and plunging humanity into the long descent; the last Adam, Christ, restores and remakes humanity, undoing the fall and renewing the image. This is the answer to the abolition of man: not man remaking himself (which only abolishes him), but God, in Christ, remaking man — "that we may be conformed to the image of his Son" (Romans 8:29). The remaking that man could never rightly do for himself, God does in Christ.

Remade, Not Abolished

Here is the glorious reversal at the center of the whole book. The modern project set out to remake man and ended by abolishing him, because man cannot rightly remake himself — having denied the moral law and the image of God, he has no standard and no power to remake toward any genuine good, and so his remaking is only an unmaking. But what man cannot do, God does. In Christ, man is genuinely remade — not according to the arbitrary will of human remakers, but according to the true pattern of humanity, the image of God, restored and perfected. "If any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new" (2 Corinthians 5:17). This is remaking that heals rather than defaces, that restores rather than abolishes, because it is done by the Maker Himself according to His own true design.

Consider the difference. Man remaking man effaces the image of God, treats the human as formless raw material, and ends in abolition. God remaking man in Christ restores the image of God, honors the true design of the human, and ends in glorification — in humanity raised to what it was always meant to be. The one is the proud, godless remaking that unmakes; the other is the humble, grace-given remaking that fulfills. And the whole difference turns on who does the remaking and by what pattern: man by his own debunked will toward abolition, or God in Christ toward the restored image. The recovery of man is finally this: to be remade by God, in Christ, into the image we were created to bear.

Humanity Healed

This is why the gospel is the only true answer to the unmaking of man. Every other proposed remedy either tries to patch the old humanity (which is in the grip of the fall) or to remake man by human power (which only abolishes him). The gospel alone offers a genuine remaking that is also a restoration — the old humanity put to death and a new humanity raised in Christ, the defaced image renewed, the hollowed heart refilled, the creature restored to his Creator and conformed to the true Man. "As we have borne the image of the earthy, we shall also bear the image of the heavenly" (1 Corinthians 15:49). Where the modern project leaves man abolished, Christ leaves him remade, restored, and glorified — more fully human, not less.

So the recovery of man runs from the fear of the Lord, through the restoration of the image in Christ, to a humanity healed and remade according to its true design. This is the hope that answers the catastrophe. But the hope must be lived, in an age that is still busy with the unmaking — and so the final question of this book is practical: how shall we stand, how shall we live, as people who hold to the moral law and the restored image in a culture that denies both? To that practical standing we now turn.
Chapter 8: Standing on the Rock


"Therefore whosoever heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them, I will liken him unto a wise man, which built his house upon a rock... and it fell not: for it was founded upon a rock."

— Matthew 7:24–25




"And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind."

— Romans 12:2



Two Foundations

The whole argument of this book comes down, finally, to a choice between two foundations — and Jesus laid it out in a single parable. "Whosoever heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them, I will liken him unto a wise man, which built his house upon a rock" (Matthew 7:24). The wise man builds on rock — on the fixed, given, unshakeable reality of God and His word. The foolish man builds on sand — on the shifting, invented, debunk-able ground of mere human preference. And when the storms come, as they always do, "the house built on rock stands, and the house built on sand falls, and great is the fall of it (Matthew 7:27)."

This is the choice our age faces, and that each of us faces. The modern project has built on sand — on the denial of the moral law, the debunking of all fixed value, the remaking of man by man — and the great fall of that house is, I have argued, the unmaking of man himself. The alternative is to build on the rock: on the objective moral order given by God, the image of God restored in Christ, the fear of the Lord that is the beginning of wisdom. To stand on the rock, in an age building on sand, is to hold to these fixed realities while the culture dissolves them — to remain, by grace, a true and whole human being in a time that is unmaking the human.

Not Conformed, But Transformed

How do we stand on the rock in such an age? Paul gives the governing instruction: "be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind" (Romans 12:2). Two things, held together. Not conformed — we do not simply absorb the world's debunking of the moral law, its seeing-through of all value, its project of remaking man; we refuse to be pressed into that mold. And transformed by the renewing of the mind — we actively have our minds renewed by the truth of God, re-learning to see the moral law as real and given, to recognize the image of God in man, to fear the Lord and build on the rock. This is not a passive holding-on but an active transformation, a continual renewing of the mind against the grain of the age.

Practically, this means grounding ourselves deeply in Scripture — the fixed standard that cannot be debunked away — so that we are not swept along by the culture's seeing-through. It means recovering the fear of the Lord, the reverent knowledge of the holy God who authors the moral order. It means recognizing and honoring the image of God in every human being, refusing the reduction of man to raw material. It means being conformed to Christ, the true Man, rather than to the world and its unmaking. And it means living this out visibly — standing as whole, true, humane human beings in an age being hollowed out, so that our very lives bear witness that man is not raw material but the image-bearer of God, made to live answerable to His moral law and restored in His Son.

Standing With Humility and Hope

Let me add that standing on the rock is to be done with both conviction and humility, and with hope rather than despair. Conviction, because the moral law is real and given, and we must not pretend otherwise to please an age that denies it. Humility, because we too are fallen, we too see "through a glass, darkly" (1 Corinthians 13:12), and we hold the truth as those who have received it by grace, not generated it by our own superior insight. And hope, because the God who made man has acted in Christ to remake him, so that the unmaking of man is not the final word — the final word is the image restored, humanity healed, the house on the rock standing when the storm has spent itself. We do not stand in fear of the age's unmaking; we stand in hope of God's remaking.

So, in an age busy with the quiet catastrophe of the unmaking of man, let us build on the rock. Let us refuse to be conformed to the world's debunking and be transformed instead by the renewing of our minds. Let us hold to the moral law written on the heart, recover the fear of the Lord, and bear the image of God restored in Christ. The age builds on sand, and great will be the fall of it. But the one who hears Christ's sayings and does them builds on rock — and when the unmaking has run its course and the sand has washed away, the house on the rock will still be standing, and in it a true and whole humanity, remade not by man but by God.
Conclusion: Man Remade, Not Unmade

We began with a quiet catastrophe — the slow unmaking of man, accomplished not by obvious assault but by an idea sold as liberation: that there is no fixed moral order, no truth we are answerable to, no law written on the heart. And we have traced that idea to its terrible end, and then turned to the recovery God provides.

Let us gather the whole path. We saw that there is a real, objective moral order, given by God and written on every human heart, discovered and not invented — and that our very humanity is bound up with our answerability to it. We watched the modern project set out to "see through" that moral law, debunking every value until nothing was left to see, and arriving not at wisdom but at blindness and the great inversion of calling evil good. We saw the hollowing that results — the emptied heart, the loss of the ordered loves that join right knowing to right doing. We traced the step from denying the moral law to denying a fixed human nature, and so to the remaking of man by man — the oldest temptation, "ye shall be as gods," ending as it always does in ruin. And we reached the endpoint: the abolition of man, the conquest that conquers the conqueror, man gaining a measure of the world and losing his own soul. Then we turned to the recovery: the fear of the Lord that is the beginning of wisdom and re-anchors the moral law in its living Author; the image of God restored in Christ, the last Adam, who remakes man rather than unmaking him; and the call to stand on the rock, not conformed to the world but transformed by the renewing of the mind.

The thread through all of it is a single, decisive contrast: man unmade by man, or man remade by God. The modern project, denying the moral law and the image of God, remakes man by human power and so abolishes him. The gospel, recovering the fear of the Lord and restoring the image in Christ, remakes man by divine grace and so heals and fulfills him. One builds on sand and falls; the other builds on rock and stands. One gains the world and loses the soul; the other loses the old life and finds the true one. The choice before our age, and before each of us, is exactly this.

So do not be deceived by the promise that freed man lies on the far side of the denial of God's law. That road does not lead to a freer and greater humanity; it leads to the hollowed heart, the defaced image, the unmaking of man. The way to a true and whole humanity runs the other direction entirely — through the fear of the Lord, through the image restored in Christ, through the house built on the rock. Deny the law written on the heart, and you do not free man; you abolish him. Receive the God who authored that law and the Christ who restores the image, and you are not abolished but remade — healed, restored, and raised to the full humanity you were created to bear.

To God alone be the glory.
